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SUBJECT: FOREIGN TRADE SEMINAR 

REF: SHLAUDEMAN/FISHLOW LETTER OF SEPTEMBER 18, 1975 

1. EMBASSY HAS CONTINUED TO PURSUE IDEA OF HOLDING FOREIGN 
TRADE SEMINAR WITH AVEX (VENEZUELAN EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION) 
MEMBERS AND WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S VIEW REGARDING 
SCHEDULING, POSSIBLE AGENDA ITEMS, AND PARTICIPANTS. 

2. AVEX OFFICIALS HAVE SUGGESTED MID OR LATE FEBRUARY AS 
SUITABLE TIME FOR SEMINAR AND EMBASSY SUGGESTS DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY FISHLOW AND/OR DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY GLITMAN, 
AND PERHAPS SUITABLE SPOKESMEN FROM DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AND/OR OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL TRADE REPRESENTATIVE AS PRINCIPAL 
PARTICIPANTS. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY 
SEMINAR PROPOSED IN CARACAS 1 1577 IS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR 
APPROXIMATELY SAME TIMEFRAME AS IS BOSTON SYMPOSIUM II. IF 
CONSIDERED FEASIBLE OR DESIRABLE, EMBASSY IS PREPARED TO EXPLORE 
POSSIBILITY OF HOLDING AT LEAST TWO OF THE MEETINGS BACK-TO-BACK 
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3. AGENDA COULD INCLUDE, INTER ALIA, DISCUSSION OF RECIPROCAL 

BENEFITS WHICH WOULD ACCRUE TO VENEZUELA THROUGH BECOMING GATT MEMBER 
AND PARTICIPATING IN MTN. IF VENEZUELA IS TO MAKE SERIOUS 
EFFORT TO DIVERSIFY EXPORTS, GATT MEMBERSHIP WOULD SEEM DESIRABLE 
FIRST STEP. AVEX EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TOLD EMBASSY OFFICERS THAT 
AVEX SERIOUSLY CONSIDERING RECOMMENDING GATT MEMBERSHIP TO GOV. 

4. IN LINE WITH THE AMBASSDOR'S CONVERSATION LAST MONTH WITH 
FISHLOW WE ARE WORKING WITH AVEX TO DEVELOP A RESTRICTED LIST OF 
EXPORT PRODUCTS WHICH WOULD SERVE AS THE FOCUS FOR THE SEMINAR S 
DISCUSSIONS. ADDITIONALLY, SEVERAL THEMES COULD BE EXPLORED UNDER 
GENERAL HEADING OF TRADE OR EXPORT PROMOTION. 

5. AVEX OFFICIALS HAVE AGREED NOT TO MAKE MEETING A 

FORUM FOR ATTACK ON U.S. EXCLUSION OF VENEZUELA AND OTHER OPEC 
MEMBERS FROM BENEFITS GRANTED OTHER LDCS IN U.S. TRADE ACT. 

6. COMMENT: WHILE GOV VIEW REGARDING EXCLUSION OF OPEC 
MEMBERS FROM PREFERENCES IN U.S. TRADE ACT HAS NOT SOFTENED. 

AVEX MEMBERS TAKE MORE PRAGMATIC VIEW. THEY MORE WILLING 
ACCEPT VENEZUELAN EXCLUSION AS FACT OF LIFE, BUT WOULD 
APPRECIATE COUNSEL REGARDING HOW TO LIVE WITH IT. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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